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SUBJECT: UM SIM COMMENTS ON SIHANOUK 

FOLLOWING IS PERTINENT SECTION OF STORY THAT APPEARED IN 
THE WASHINGTON POST MARCH 22 BASED ON TICKER ITEMS. 

BEGIN QUOTE: IN WASHINGTON, CAMBODIAN AMBASSADOR UM SIM 
SAID YESTERDAY HIS GOVERNMENT WOULD NOT OPPOSE A RETURN TO 
POWER BY PRINCE NORODOM SIHANOUK IF THIS WOULD BRING PEACE 
TO THE COUNTRY. 

ASKED AT A LUNCHEON MEETING OF THE AMERICAN SECURITY 
COUNCIL, A CONSERVATIVE GROUP, IF HIS GOVERNMENT WOULD NOT 
OPPOSE A PEACE SETTLEMENT IN CAMBODIA ALLOWING THE FORMER 
HEAD OF STATE TO RETURN THE AMBASSADOR REPLIED, RIGHT.' 

ASKED IF THE GOVERNMENT WAS LIKELY TO SURRENDER IF IT 
FAILED TO RECEIVE ANY FURTHER U.S. AID, HE REPLIED; 'MAYBE. 

YES, IT IS ALMOST CERTAIN.' 

HOWEVER, SIHANOUK SAID IN AN INTERVIEW PUBLISHED IN HONG 
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THREE MONTHS TO A YEAR BECAUSE INSURGENT STRATEGY AIMED AT 
A WAR OF ATTRITION. 

IN AN INTERVIEW WITH THE FAR EASTERN ECONOMIC REVIEW, 
SIHANOUK SAID HE HOPED THE GOVERNMENT THAT REPLACED LON 
NOL WOULD BE SOCIALIST AND NOT COMMUNIST. 

HE ADDED: 'WE REFUSE, AND SHALL REFUSE, ANY NEGOTIATION' 

WITH THE LON NOL GOVERNMENT OR ANY 'LAOS-TYPE' COALITION 
SOLUTION. END QUOTE. 

COMMENT: DEPTOFF ATTENDED LUNCHEON NEWS CONFERENCE IN 
QUESTION AND QUOTATION CITED ABOVE WAS ESSENTIALLY 
CORRECT. UM SIM'S COMMENT WAS MADE AS A RESULT OF A 
QUESTION BUT IN CONTEXT OF A DESCRIPTION BY UM SIM CON- 
CERNING THE GKR'S HISTORY OF NEGOTIATING EFFORTS SUCH AS 
NOTING THE GKR'S IMPLICIT WILLINGNESS TO TALK TO 
SIHANOUK IN THE JULY, 1973 OFFER. YOUR ASSUMPTION CON- 
CERNING WHO UM SIM IS TALKING TO AND HIS MOTIVATIONS IS 
ALSO CORRECT. THE GKR AMBASSADOR IS CONCENTRATING ON 
A VERY SKEPTICAL SEGMENT OF US SOCIETY. FOR EXAMPLE, 

THOUGH THE LUNCHEON IN QUESTION WAS HOSTED BY THE AMERI- 
CAN SECURITY COUNCIL AND A NUMBER OF SYMPATHETIC 
JOURNALISTS WERE PRESENT, THE WIRE SERVICE PEOPLE DID 
PURSUE THE HARDER LINE OF QUESTIONS. IN ALL UM SIM 
SPOKE FOR SOME 45 MINUTE FIELDING QUESTIONS AND GENERALLY 
PERFORMED CREDITABLY. THERE SHOULD BE SOME SYMPATHETIC 
STORIES BY SOME OF THE MORE FRIENDLY TV AND PRESS 
COMMENTATORS WHO WERE PRESENT. UM SIM IS ALSO BEGINNING 
TO SHOW THE STRAIN OF CONSTANT REBUFFS AND LATENT 
HOSTILITY IN HIS CALLS ON CAPITOL HILL. FOR EXAMPLE, 

HE HAS BEEN CONCENTRATING ON THE FRESHMEN CONGRESSMEN 
AND OTHERS MOST VOCAL IN THEIR OPPOSITION TO AID. TO 
OUR KNOWLEDGE HE HAS NEVER BEEN DISLOYAL TO THE 
MARSHAL BUT RATHER HAS STRESSED THE REASONABLESS OF THE 
GKR POSITION IN THE FACE OF A MERCILESS ENEMY AND 
APPARENTLY UNRECEPTIVE MAJORITY IN CONGRESS. KISSINGER 
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